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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to the study of American national institutions, the public policy-making process and, in general, the distribution of political power in American society.   The first half of the semester will focus on institutions, founding ideas, civil rights and civil liberties, and the development of political parties and contrasting views about the role of government in society/the economy.  The second half of the semester will consider the role of cultural and economic issues in American politics, the role that parties, the media and other institutions play in shaping political debates and outcomes, and the causes and consequences of the decline in political participation and engagement. 
OFFICE HOURS

My office is located at KJ-210.  I will be available in my office on Tuesdays 4:15-5:00 and Thursdays 9:30-10:15.  Feel free to contact me by cell phone (585-469-1806) or e-mail if you have questions or if you would like to set up an appointment to meet with me at another time. 
REQUIRED BOOKS

· Thomas Patterson, A Concise Introduction to American Politics.
· Gordon Wood, The American Revolution.
· Mark Brewer and Jeffrey M. Stonecash, Split: Class and Cultural Divides in American Politics.

· Morris Fiorina, Culture War. 
COURSE POLICIES

· Academic needs – Hamilton College will make reasonable accommodations for students with properly documented disabilities.  If you are eligible to receive an accommodation and would like to request it for this course, please discuss it with me and allow two weeks notice.  You will need to provide Allen Harrison, Associate Dean of Students (KJ 104; ext. 4021) with appropriate documentation of your disability. 

· Attendance/Late Assignments – Attendance is mandatory.  The instructor reserves the right to lower your overall course grade due to excessive absences.  

· Late Papers – Late papers will receive a one-half letter grade penalty per-class period (an A paper becomes an A-, an A- becomes a B+,  etc....). 
· Pocket Constitution: You can use your pocket constitution for any tests/quizzes.  Highlighting/underlining the pocket constitution is also OK.  
· Sections - Although there are two sections of this course, students are required to attend the section for which they have registered. 
GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

My expectation is that students who attend classes regularly, read the material, and engage the topics in class discussion will do fairly well in this course.  The points are distributed as follows: 

Midterm Exam

25%

Final Exam


25%
Research Paper Draft

20%
Research Paper Part 2

20%

Participation


10%

Grade distribution
The following point totals are needed to secure the following grades:

95%   
A 

78% 

C+
92% 
A- 

75% 

C
88% 
B+ 

72%

C-
85% 
B 

65%

D
82% 
B- 

below 65%       
F

Just to be clear at the outset: there should be no expectation that grades will be rounded up.  An A- is a 92.0 and above, not 91.5 and above, for example.  
Key Dates

Annotated Bibliography – Due February 15

Test 1 – February 27
Research Paper Draft – Due March 6

Final Research Paper – Due April 19

Participation
Each student is expected to actively participate in class. At a minimum, this means that you are expected to (a) come to class (b) do the assigned readings prior to class (c) discuss the material and ask/answer questions in class.   This is worth 10% of your grade.

Test 1 and Test 2
There will be two tests for this course; each is worth 25% of your grade.   The tests are cumulative. 

Research Paper
Students are required to write a 10-page research paper.  The first draft is due in class on March 6 and is worth 20% of your grade.  The final paper is due on April 19 and is worth 20% of your grade.    The key requirements for the paper are as follows: 
1. Sources - The paper must incorporate arguments and evidence from no fewer than 10 outside (non-assigned) scholarly sources.
2. Topic - Students must choose between the following two topics. 

a. Civic Decline?  What has happened to patterns of political and social engagement in American society since the 1960s?  What do political scientists and others have to say as to the causes and consequences of these patterns?  What conclusions do you draw from the evidence? 
b. Culture War?  Are American political divisions a reflection of deep cultural divisions that separate “red” and “blue” communities?  Do deep cultural divisions exist?  How and why do these divisions manifest themselves in American politics?  What are the consequences to American democracy?
3. Writing Center - During the course of writing this paper, students are required to have at least one writing center conference prior to handing in the first draft of the paper.  Please be sure to attach the writing center conference form to the back of your paper. 

4. Annotated Bibliography – Students are required to hand in an annotated bibliography that includes at least 10 outside scholarly sources. This is due in class on February 15.  A revised version must be handed in with your first draft. 
5. Due Dates - 
a. Annotated Bibliography – Due in class on February 15.  
b. First Draft – Due in class on March 6.   
c. Final Paper – Due in class on April 19th. 
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)
Web Readings, available on my web site under Spring 2007 courses, are noted with an asterisk (*)

Reserve Readings, available on the library reserve for this course, are noted with a pound sign (#). 

WEEK 1: January 16/18
Course Introduction
· No Readings

The Scope of Conflict
· # Schattschneider, The Semisovereign People, Chapter 1, pp. 1-19 
WEEK 2: January 23/25
The Claim to Rule
· * The Declaration of Independence 
· Gordon Wood, The American Revolution, Chapters 2-3, pp. 26-62. 

First Principles
· Gordon Wood, The American Revolution, Chapters 4-5, pp. 65-109

WEEK 3: January 30/Feb. 1
The Constitution/Federalism
· Gordon Wood, The American Revolution, Chapter 7, pp. 139-166
· * James Madison, Federalist #10
Civil Rights and Wrongs
· * The Seneca Falls Declaration (1848) 
· * Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (1852) (skim) 
· * Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” speech (1963)
WEEK 4: Feb. 6/8
Conceptions of Citizenship

· * John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address (1961)

· # Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom (Chicago, University of Chicago Press: 1971).  Read “Introduction: (pp. 1-6) and “The Role of Government in a Free Society” (pp. 22-36). 

Conceptions of Representation

· # The General Assembly of Virginia, “Legislator as Delegate,” John F. Kennedy, “Legislator as Trustee,” in Taking Sides, 1986.
WEEK 5: Feb. 13/15
The Role of Government
· * Franklin D. Roosevelt, Four Freedoms Speech (1941)
· * Lyndon B. Johnson, Great Society (1964)
· * Ronald Reagan, A Time for Choosing (1964)
· * Mario Cuomo, Tale of Two Cities, Keynote Address Democratic Convention (1984)
The Presidency
· # Jeffrey Tulis, “The Two Constitutional Presidencies.”

WEEK 6: Feb. 20/22
The Judiciary
· * Jack Balkin, “Alive and Kicking,” Slate, August 29, 2005.

· * Jonah Goldberg, “It’s Alive,” National Review Online, July 8, 2003. 

Political Parties and Elections
· * George Washington, Farewell Address
WEEK 7: Feb 27/Mar. 1
Midterm Exam

· No Readings
Interest Groups and the Pressure System
· * Jonathan Rauch, “Demosclerosis,” National Journal, September 5, 1992.
WEEK 8: Mar. 6/8
Government and the Economy

· * Henry Hazlitt, Economics in One Lesson, pp. 1-26. 
Government and the Economy 2

· # Paul Krugman, Peddling Prosperity, pp. 23-54.
***SPRING BREAK***

WEEK 9: Mar. 26/28
Globalization
· # Robert Reich, “Why the Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Poorer,” in The Work of Nations.  

· * Johan Norburg, “Three Cheers for Globalism,” American Enterprise, June 2004.
Cultural and Economic Issues
· # Thomas Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas? (Selection)
WEEK 10: Apr. 3/5
Culture War 1

· Morris Fiorina, Culture War, Chapters 1-3
Culture War 2

· Morris Fiorina, Culture War, Chapters 4, 7 and 8
WEEK 11: Apr. 10/12
Culture War 3
· Morris Fiorina, Culture War, Chapters  9-10
The Intersection of Class and Culture 1

· Brewer and Stonecash, Split, Chapters 2-4
WEEK 12: Apr. 17/19
The Intersection of Class and Culture 2
· Brewer and Stonecash, Split, Chapters 5-6
The Intersection of Class and Culture 3

· Brewer and Stonecash, Split, Chapters 7-8

WEEK 13: Apr. 24/26
Campaigns, Elections, and Participation
· # Patterson, The Vanishing Voter, Chapters 1 & 2 

The Decline of Civic Society

· # Putnam, Bowling Alone, selection
WEEK 14: May 1/3
Elections and Institutions

· * Michael Lind, “Alice Doesn’t Vote Here Anymore,” Mother Jones, (March/April 1998).
Final Class - Review
· No Readings
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